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What ideas  
will help build  
the factory  
of the future?

FIND ALL ANSWERS HERE. AUTOMATICA 2020

The Leading Exhibition for Smart Automation and Robotics

December 8–11, 2020 | Munich
automatica-munich.com
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Those in the right place at the right time 
get to help shape the future.

If we had to come up with the ideal 
location for automatica today, we could 
take the rest of the day off: Because we 
have found it already. Munich is perfect 
for automatica – and automatica is 
perfect for Munich. 

After all, it is one of the most important 
and exciting European centers of tech-
nology. Therefore, the list of companies 
located here is not only very long but also 
impressive. 

However, it is not only the global players 
and many mid-size industrial companies 
that keep pushing Munich forward. 
More than that, it is the extremely favorable
combination of business, research, science 
and politics. Policy makers in Bavaria and 
Munich prioritized technological advance-
ment from an early stage and have kept on 
making targeted investments into top-
notch research and development. Both 
exhibitors and visitors greatly benefi t from 
it today at automatica.

Also visit us at
our website:
automatica-munich.com

Info hotline
Phone +49 89 949-11538
Fax +49 89 949-11539
info@automatica-munich.com
automatica-munich.com

Organizer
Messe München GmbH
Messegelände
81823 München

Conceptual sponsor
VDMA Robotics + Automation
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» IoT is an integral part of smart 
automation. automatica is the 
only trade fair in the world focus-
ing on that. Thus automatica is a 
synonym for innovation. Visiting 
professionals get an outlook into 
the future here.«

Wilfried Eberhardt · Chief Marketing Offi cer 
at KUKA AG

Every goal 
means 
a new 
beginning.

Not just an exhibition. 
A launchpad for innovation.

However, automatica is much more 
than a leading international event. It 
covers the entire value chain from 
components to systems and from 
services to applications – across all 
manufacturing sectors. automatica is 
the only event that brings all visionary 
key technologies together in a single 
location. It presents opportunities 
for you to design your production 
processes more effi ciently by exploit-
ing the potential of digitalization – at 
all levels.   

It really gets interesting, when we go 
beyond offering a vast array of pro-
duction-optimizing solutions. At auto-
matica, we present nothing less than 
the future of automated production. 
Here, we join forces to create an open 
and interdisciplinary space for visions 
such as autonomous production. 
Visions that come about at automatica 
and pave the way for exciting innova-
tions for the growth of your company. 
In the future, these innovations will 
include universally interconnected 
networks: Unlimited opportunities for 
automation. Start into a successful 
future with us at automatica 2020.

  Inspiring more than 45,500 
visitors: 38% international share

 Driving force with 890 exhibitors: 
31% international share

 Innovation lab on more than 
70,000 m2 of exhibition space

 Think tank with 400 experts contrib-
uting to the supporting program

 Key technologies: Robotics, 
assembly and handling technology, 
machine vision, digital solutions for 
the smart factory

automatica is not what it used to be. And it seems like our exhibitors and visitors from the industrial and research 
community are quite happy with that. After all, you have made automatica 2018 another record-breaking trade fair. 
What started as an ambitious event for manufacturing companies 15 years ago, has now evolved into the world’s 
leading trade fair for smart automation and robotics. 

Also visit us at
our website:
automatica-munich.com
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Guidance  
by recognized experts
Transparency  
on the road to the smart factory
Security  
in making the right investments

Those who think ahead  
pave the way.

Digitalization may be a much-discussed topic but, unfortunately, these dis-
cussions do not always give satisfactory answers to your pressing questions. 
The situation is similarly tricky with regard to challenges in human-machine 
collaboration and artificial intelligence. Thus we at automatica are picky 
when it comes to choosing who can provide orientation – recognized ex-
perts only. This way you will not only find out where the road is leading, but 
which approach is the right one for your company. 

Digital  
transformation

Artificial 
intelligence

Man and 
machine

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

For you as an entrepreneur, digital transformation comes with both great oppor-
tunities and challenges. Of course it is still all about implementing an increasingly 
customized and efficient production at a higher quality level. However, the oppor-
tunities of digitalization go far beyond that: They require an entirely new mindset 
along with new structures. That does not only affect the way data is distributed 
across networks but it also leads to new constellations in cooperation, paving 
the way for entirely new business models. Get that decisive edge at automatica: 
Be it interoperability, cloud or edge computing, virtual reality, digital twins or safe-
ty and security technology – this is where you will find products and solutions to 
connect your company to success.

MAN AND MACHINE

The future of work is always about the future of people, too. Fears of humans 
making themselves obsolete by developing smart robots are the subject of 
controversial debate. The fact is that the way we work and how we see work 
has always been subject to incessant change. What's more: Humans and robots 
have successfully cooperated for quite some time now – although mostly in 
separate workspaces until recently. But now human and machine-based work 
environments are getting closer as advancements in IT, sensors and other tech-
nologies are unlocking great potential for production facilities. At automatica, you 
will learn how production processes can be designed in a future-oriented way 
using autonomous robots that are flexible in terms of location and tasks. This will 
be complemented by augmented reality, exoskeletons and wearables. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

It is a clear vision: One day software will optimize itself, i.e. it will learn from its 
own experience. It is a vision that inspires us to think big and that would cause 
even more radical change in automated production. The initial steps towards 
AI have already had enormous effects on production processes. For example, 
smart software can now detect patterns by processing and analyzing Big Data. 
This facilitates predictions and real-time reactions. It is at automatica that you 
have the opportunity to experience what machine learning and deep learning 
has made and will make possible in automated production. It is an opportunity to 
personally meet software experts that will show you the steps towards predictive 
maintenance and mobile robotics. Your way to automatica is also the way to 
autonomous production. 

It is expected that 

Effects of digitalization: 

50%
increase in growth

30%
more profit

1.7 million
new robots will be commissioned  
globally until 2021.

The capabilities of AI:

Source: IFR

Source: Bain & Company

The more data is processed, 
the more recognition perfor-
mance AI can offer.
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»

Those with no faith in visions  
will be surprised by reality.

The trend towards individualization is 
all around us – but companies have 
not been able to harness it sufficiently. 
The desire of individuals for individual 
products is reflected in the concept of 
batch size 1 in automated production. 
As no compromises will be accepted 
in price, quality and delivery time, 
production facilities must become 
adaptive to such rapidly changing 
needs. 

This capacity for change allows man-
ufacturers to meet customer require-
ments with maximum flexibility – the 
factory of the future is less and less 
specific to its manufactured products. 

automatica approaches the factory 
of the future and creates a platform 
for further development by advancing 
the trend topics of digital transforma-
tion, man and machine as well as AI. 
Those who want to be successful in 
the future lead their companies from 
sequential to matrix production. This 
requires driverless transport systems 

to become more flexible, machines 
to solve more complex tasks auton-
omously, software to be increasingly 
interoperable and smart, and many 
more advancements. How can we do 
it? Usher in a new age of production 
with us at automatica 2020.

When you come to automatica, you don’t just step into halls – you enter spaces of op-
portunities. automatica is a future lab as it is a place where enthusiastic and competent 
people develop the production of the future. It has a clear vision to guide exhibitors and 
visitors from automated to autonomous production: The factory of the future controls 
itself. And humans will design these processes. At automatica, we will take you along 
on this journey and show you how your company can grow with this vision.

Source: VDI/VDE-GMA, April 2013

Company level management

Operations level 
management

Process level  
management

Controlling level

Real-time
requirements

Field level

Service-oriented transformation in automation.

Current automation pyramid Future networked Industry 4.0

15 million
jobs depend on the  
manufacturing sector  
in Germany alone.

automatica is the undisputed 
global leader in the robotics and 
automation sector. The exhibiting 
companies go to great lengths 
here – you can really feel that.« 

Prof. Torsten Kröger, Institute Director IAR-
IPR, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)

Source: Handelsblatt, 2018
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»

83%
96%84%

72% 99%

Food & 
beverage industry

Renewable 
energies

Chemical industry

Wood-working & 
-processing industry

Paper & 
printing industry

Automotive industry (OEM) & 
supply

Electrical & 
electronics industry

Metal-working 
industry

Plastics & 
rubber industries

Information & 
communications industry

of exhibitors are 
very satisfi ed with their 

newly established 
business contacts

intend to 
exhibit again

of visitors 
are decision-makers

of visitors are 
convinced of 
automatica’s 

increasing 
signifi cance

satisfi ed 
visitors

Visitors from all industry sectors

Pharmaceutical, cosmetics & 
medical industry 

Aerospace industry

Packaging industry

Construction industry

Logistics

Continuous improvement 
to keep the lead.

automatica is the most important 
trade fair for robotics and automa-
tion. It is one comprehensive out-
look on the future of technology.«

Per Vegard Nerseth · Managing Director 
ABB Robotics

We present the record-breaking 
fi gures of automatica 2018 here 
to share the success with you: We 
would like to extend our gratitude 
to each of our 890 exhibitors and 
45,584 visitors. However, we are 
much happier about you being sat-
isfi ed than about any statistics. 
It is your satisfaction that makes 
us the leading marketplace for 
automated production across all 
areas of application. 

And of course that motivates us to 
continue to present the best options 
for the industry of tomorrow – with 
fi eld-tested solutions and great visions 
that we will once again turn into a 
success story shared between you 
and us.

Meeting point meets all expectations.

automatica was once again able 
to claim its position as the world’s 
leading trade fair as we increased our 
global relevance with 31% internation-
al exhibitors and 38% international 
visitors. The largest increase was seen 
in visitors from the Republic of Korea, 
Japan, Poland, Israel, and Denmark. 
To give some examples: 25% of our 
visitors came from manufacturing and 
production, 20% from research and 
development, and 11% from executive 
management. Only automatica offers 
the opportunity to meet the perfect 
mix of people you need to succeed.

VisitorsExhibitors

2014

495

229

2016

538

295

2018

627

263

890
833

724

 Germany
 Abroad

2014

10,152

2016

15,277

2018

17,322

28,26227,77524,341

 Germany
 Abroad

34,493

43,052
45,584
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Every transformation starts  
with a strong momentum.

Subject areasApplicationsExpert knowledge Networking

Fascinating presentations  
and discussions with  
high-profile leaders from  
science, politics and the  
corporate world: The  
automatica Forum offers 
genuine know-how transfer  
for all important trend  
topics. The world’s leading 
robotics conference Inter- 
national Symposium on 
Robotics (ISR) providing  
insights into the latest 
robotics technology  
and the OPC Day Europe 
covering manufacturer-in-
dependent data exchange 
are two of the highlights.

Attend practical live demon-
strations and experience 
them with all senses when 
the automation of the future 
is presented using Industry 
4.0 Demonstrators.
Or get involved yourself: 
The automatica Make-
athon offers a platform for
on-site development of 
software and hardware 
prototypes to young profes-
sionals. AI workshops and 
inspiring showcases round 
off the event.

automatica does not only 
support you in your  
efforts to network your  
automation processes – it  
can also help expand your  
own network. The special 
show and new business 
platform START-UP Arena, 
Recruiting 4.0, or Inves-
tors’ Day: We get you into 
contact with exactly  
the people you need to  
implement your specific  
project or vision. Find tal-
ented young professionals 
that can help your company 
thrive.

You have questions about 
the factory of the future? 
Then ask them in the  
IT2Industry exhibition area.  
Here, you will meet ITC  
specialists and get invalu-
able advice on decisions 
e.g. with regard to smart 
maintenance. Or hear 
about the latest develop-
ments in professional 
service robotics. The exhi-
bition area and demo park 
showcase marketable prod-
ucts, robots live in action 
as well as classic stationary 
industrial solutions.  

The supporting program of automatica is a perfect blend of orientational knowledge that visitors have been thrilled 
with for years. Established events and new innovative formats shed light on all facets and themes of automation 
for both newcomers and experts – always independent and relevant. Here, you will be inspired and find solutions 
that you can use and implement for your lasting success. 

70%
state that the support-
ing program is an im-
portant reason for their 
visit at the trade fair.

96%
give the supporting 
program top ratings.
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At automatica, there are many 
exhibits you can touch – helping 
you to get an idea of their technical 
maturity level. Here we find what 
could be useful additions to our 
own production.«

Denis Niezgoda, Robotics Accelerator Lead 
at DHL Innovation Center

automatica 2020 provides 
an even bigger space for the 
future of automated produc-
tion. Meet all big names from 
Germany and abroad that are 
working on advancing digital 
transformation – and let them 
show you how this could work 
in your company.

Your 
space for 
success.

Visit us online:
exhibitors.automatica-
munich.com/en/hall-plan/

Exhibition areas

  Assembly and handling 
technology
Industrial robots and 
professional service robotics
Machine vision
Positioning systems
Drive engineering
Sensor technology
Control systems technology 
and industrial communications

 Safety engineering
Supply engineering

 Software and cloud computing
 Services and service providers
 Research and technology

automatica 2018 hall maps


