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The IFAT exhibitors showcase visionary technologies and 
intelligent solutions for water, sewage, waste and raw 
materials management. Their innovations make a decisive 
contribution to a sustainable circular economy.

Our role as the world‘s leading trade fair entails accepting responsibility. That is why  
we want to express the principle of sustainability in our actions. We want to set a good 
example and make IFAT more sustainable in an ongoing process, from the selection of 
materials and the handling of waste to the motivation of our exhibitors and visitors.  
Let’s join forces to make IFAT even more sustainable.

Sustainable and innovative.  
By conviction.
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»  Our future actions are founded on sustainability.  
It‘s not just a plan, it’s our attitude. And shall be  
the basis for our decisions and actions. « 
Philipp Eisenmann, Exhibition Director IFAT 

»  Our projects are becoming more and more sustainable. 
And we will optimize this process constantly.  
Waste prevention, CO2 compensation and sustainable 
supply chains are a challenge that we have taken up. 
With passion. « 
Christian Rocke, Exhibition Group Director IFAT

Sustainability. 
A principle. 
Our attitude.
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We take the task seriously.  
Our sustainability measures.

Messe München has been investing  
in sustainability for years.

We have planted 2,500 trees on our exhibition grounds, grassed our 35,000-m2 hall  
roofs and installed one of the world’s largest photovoltaic roof systems to produce 
environmentally friendly electricity. We largely supply our exhibition halls with 
geothermal heat, and our power requirements are 100 % covered by green electricity. 
In addition, we are continuously advancing the process of CO2 compensation and the 
avoidance of plastic waste.
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The contribution  
of Messe München.

Responsible use of water.
The sustainable use of water is important to us, which is why, for example, our exhibition 
lake is fed with groundwater and rainwater. With the rainwater collected in our own 
reservoirs, we not only supply the exhibition lakes, but also irrigate the greens. This 
sophisticated infiltration system thus sustainably relieves the sewer system.

Compensating CO2 emissions in a reasonable way.
IFAT’s close proximity to public transport helps to realize this lofty goal. 
For electric mobility, our parking garages offer fifty charging stations with green electricity, 
and we are looking for cooperation partners for alternative drive transportation to IFAT. 
And on the exhibition grounds, we provide our employees with environmentally friendly 
means of transport. In total, the use of electricity generated from renewable sources 
saves 6,400 tons of CO2 per year.

Our investment in species conservation.
For years, we have been settling bees: around 400,000 of them now collect their honey 
on the natural ecological areas, equivalent to 40 football pitches.
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As the World’s Leading Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, 
Waste and Raw Materials Management, we not only want 
to set an example, but point the way.  
Our priorities:

 Climate-friendly exhibition stand construction 

 Environmentally friendly infrastructure 

 Sustainable advertising materials 

 Valuable partnerships

Acting sustainably.
The measures taken by IFAT.
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Our ideas for fair 
construction and 
infrastructure.

Climate-friendly exhibition stand construction.
•  We make more out of less! By reducing the number of corridor carpets and reusing them,  

we conserve resources.
•  Together with our partner Meplan, we are offering the stand model “Wood” and thus 

opportunities for sustainable stand construction.
•  We reward the most sustainable trade fair presentation and encourage our exhibitors to take 

part in the IFAT Environmental Leadership Award.
•  We produce our forums and the future platform experience.science.future. with sustainable, 

resource-saving materials.

Eco-friendly infrastructure.
•  The easy access to public transport allows you to get to IFAT in an environmentally friendly 

way.
•  IFAT’s special Event Ticket for Deutsche Bahn: our support for a low-emission trip.
•  You can refuel your electric car at 50 charging stations available on the exhibition grounds.
•  At certain locations, you can fill your returnable cups at our drinking water dispensers free  

of charge.
•  “We separate for you.” We achieve more sustainability by separating the waste of the  

IFAT visitors.
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Joint creativity. 
Basis for 
sustainable 
action.

Sustainable advertising materials.
•  We use FSC-certified recycled paper for our printed advertising materials.
•  That‘s why we print our materials in a climate-neutral way.
•  That’s why we are reducing our print circulations and are constantly optimizing our  

digital advertising media.
•  We deliberately cooperate with printing companies that subordinate to the principle  

of sustainability.
•  Leave the printed products in the collection containers at the exit to make them  

available to other visitors.

Valuable partnerships.
•  Our CO2 calculator from ClimatePartner. Compensate your CO2 emissions for your journey  

by plane or car with selected climate and environmental protection projects.
•  IFAT is an official supporter of the Alliance for Development and Climate of the  

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.
•  Milk and sugar packages as well as disposable plastics are taboo: our catering suppliers  

are obligated to buy from local supply chains.
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Let’s act sustainably—and in concert!

Sustainability is a mission that we can only implement together.
We help you make your IFAT visit as environmentally friendly as possible.
Our offers can improve your personal ecological balance sheet decisively.  
Because it‘s only a small step for each individual. But together we are always  
one step ahead.

Your visit. A plea for  
greater sustainability.
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How to make  
your IFAT visit 
even more  
environmentally 
friendly.

Getting to IFAT in an eco-friendly way. 
•  Use IFAT’s special Event Ticket from Deutsche Bahn to keep your CO2 emissions  

as low as possible.
•  Compensate the CO2 emission of your journey by an appropriate climate and 

environmental protection project. Our CO2 calculator will help you.

Environmentally friendly at IFAT. 
•  Only take sustainable or environmentally friendly giveaways with you from the fair.
•  Return your general information materials at the exit so that other visitors can  

reuse them.
•  Refrain from using disposable plastics! With your own drinking cup, you can use  

the IFAT drinking water dispensers free of charge.
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Your trade fair presence.  
Present successfully, act sustainably.

For greater sustainability—together!

Help us make IFAT environmentally friendly and set an example with your trade  
fair presentation. Give the IFAT visitors the opportunity to receive eco-friendly  
information material and giveaways. Support the potential of your innovation  
by using resources responsibly during your trade fair presentation.
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How to make your 
IFAT presentation 
even more  
environmentally 
friendly.

Getting to IFAT in an eco-friendly way. 
•  Travel in a climate-friendly way or support a climate and environmental protection 

project. Our CO2 calculator will help you.

Environmentally friendly at IFAT. 
•  Join us in implementing the principle of sustainability. Sustainable stand construction 

makes a valuable contribution to the environmental-friendly use of resources—for 
example with the stand model “Wood” from our partner Meplan.

•  Restrict your equipment material such as carpets.
•  Offer your visitors regional or fair-trade products and do without disposable plastics.
•  Prevent waste and use sustainable giveaways.
•  Rely on digital information materials and limit the production of print materials.

And why not also support the Alliance for Development and Climate of the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development to contribute to global climate 
protection? 
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Become an award winner! Like Auma Obama or the Club  
of Rome. Our sustainability award is an incentive for 
sustainable trade fair concepts. 
You as exhibitor are invited to participate in our competition and win the IFAT 
Environmental Leadership Award. The overall concept of a sustainable trade fair 
presentation is evaluated by a jury chaired by Prof. Dr. Martin Faulstich, Professor  
for Environmental and Energy Engineering, Clausthal University of Technology;  
Director of INZIN—Institute for the Future of Industrial Society; and former  
Chairman of the German Advisory Council on the Environment.

IFAT Environmental  
Leadership Award.
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The most sustainable trade fair concept will be honored at the IFAT opening event  
on May 4, 2020. From all submissions, we will nominate ten sustainable concepts,  
three of which will make it to the final.
Look forward to a high-profile awards ceremony—let’s celebrate your environmentally  
friendly trade fair appearance! With the award you will begin the fair days as a model  
and a highly decorated exhibitor.

 You have questions on the participation?  
 Simply contact the IFAT exhibition management at award@ifat.de

IFAT Environmental  
Leadership Award.

mailto:award%40ifat.de?subject=
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Task Be as sustainable as possible. 
Evaluation criteria  • Mobility behavior 

• Sustainable stand construction with recyclable materials 
• Your catering for your visitors 
• Your waste management 
• Eco-friendly design of your giveaways 
• Production of your advertising material 
• Other measures

Deadline   Submit your sustainable fair concept using the application form 
until February 14, 2020. 

Submission Please send your documents to award@ifat.de
Information  You will find further information and the corresponding  

application form at ifat.de/award/en

We look forward to your participation and wish you a sustainable success!

How to participate in the IFAT 
Environmental Leadership Award.

mailto:award%40ifat.de?subject=
http://ifat.de/award/en


Let’s work together!
For greater  
sustainability.

#environmentalprotection #circulareconomy
#ifat2020


