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Profile BAU 2019 
 
BAU, the world's largest trade fair for architecture, materials and systems, will take place 
from 14 to 19 January 2019 at the Munich fairground. 
  
The construction of the new exhibition halls C5 and C6 will increase the exhibition space of 
BAU to 200,000 square metres, 20,000 m² more than before. 
BAU occupies all 19 exhibition halls (incl. B0) and, with 200,000 square metres of exhibition 
space, it is larger than ever before in its 55-year history.  
For many years the trade fair grounds have been fully booked. This will be the case again in 
2019, but the increase in hall space will enable us to accommodate more businesses than 
before at BAU.  
We are expecting around 2,200 exhibitors from 45 countries to attend BAU 2019. Regarding 
the international participation, a share of almost 40 percent is in sight (+ 6%). 
We are very confident that the number of trade visitors will also increase as the floor space 
has been increased. BAU was last visited by a quarter of a million people, and we expect 
around 260,000 visitors in 2019.  
 
International visitors  
 
Around one third of BAU visitors, i.e. around 80,000, are from abroad, the majority of whom, 
of course, are coming from European countries.   
The fact that BAU is rightly entitled the world's leading trade fair shows the development of 
visitor numbers from non-European countries. Around 15,000 visitors - another record num-
ber - came from outside Europe to BAU 2017.  
From Asia alone, 7,585 trade visitors came to BAU 2017. At the top of the ranking is China 
with a unique number of 2,300 visitors.  
We also recorded strong growth in visitors from the Middle East (2015: 3,283 / 2017: 3,807) 
and North America (2015: 883 / 2017: 1,206).  
 
As a rule, the countries with the highest number of visitors are also the countries with the 
highest number of exhibitors. Austria, Switzerland and Italy lead the ranking. 
China is also among the top 10 with 2,268 visitors. 
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Target groups / visitor structure 
 
With 37% the construction and finishing trades still make the lion's share of BAU visitors. 
With 30% the building materials / other trade is traditionally well represented. 
In recent years, the group of planners, architects and structural/civil engineers has rapidly in-
creased. By now they make up 26% of the visitors. 
Three percent of the BAU visitors are from the housing and real estate industry, four percent 
from research and the higher education sector. 
 
BAU is the information and communication platform No. 1 for planners, architects and struc-
tural engineers from all over the world. Worldwide there is no other event, where this group 
of visitors is so numerous and so prominently represented. 
BAU 2017 once again attracted over 65,000 visitors from architecture and planning practices. 
For ten years now, the number of planners and architects has been rising continuously. The 
value stabilized at a high level in 2017.  
With this enormous appreciation by planners and architects, BAU holds an unmatched posi-
tion. 
 
Fairgrounds map 
 
BAU 2019 covers 19 exhibition halls (incl. B0) with a total area of around 200,000 m². We 
have 20,000 square metres more at our disposal thanks to the construction of the new C5 
and C6 exhibition halls.    
The exhibition halls are structured by building materials, product sectors and theme areas.  
The fascinating part of the BAU is that all technologies, products, and materials applied in 
design and construction are united at one trade fair - this is unique to the BAU.   
This approach across all trades makes BAU an essential source of information for everybody 
involved in design and construction: From the investor over the planner and architect to the 
craftsman and building operator.  
BAU is a platform for product launches and innovations. Exhibitors from the industry align 
their product novelties to the cycle of BAU. Product innovations, whether windows, doors, 
floor coverings or new facade elements, will be shown for the first time at BAU. This is one 
reason why trade visitors from all continents come to BAU in Munich every two years. 
 
 
New hall structure – New: Light/Smart Building – Digital Village 
 
The additional occupation of Halls C5 and C6 also entails some changes in the hall structure: 
 
A new exhibition area in Hall C2 connects the theme of lighting with the theme of smart build-
ing/building automation. In the lighting sector, the focus is on daylight management, lighting 
control, lighting concepts, daylight versus artificial light. Exhibitors of building automation and 
control systems are brought together to form a link to already existing themes such as facade 
systems, windows and doors, and energy technology.  
Exhibitors from the glass industry move from Hall C2 to Hall C3. 
BAU-IT, the largest show of its kind in Europe, moves to Hall C5 in 2019, and for the first 
time, covers a complete hall. 
Construction tools and chemical building products will also be given an extra half of the hall 
space as a result of the larger total area. They will now take up the complete Halls B6 and 
C6. 
And finally, manufacturers of floor coverings also get more space. They will now take up the 
entire space of the two Halls A5 and A6. 
 
In Hall C5, we are planning the first "Digital Village" as new BAU IT exhibition sector. 
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There, the focus will be on digital building initiatives. In addition to a small forum, it offers 
start-ups, software providers and the construction industry in general the opportunity to pre-
sent their digital future concepts. 
 
Tradesmen Meet 
 
Tradesmen Meet – according to this motto, BAU has pooled its specific offers for craftspeo-
ple for years.  
Up to now, TH has been placed in Hall B0; in 2019, it will move to the new Hall C6 and be 
placed within the building tools segment. Thus, TH will finally be located within its “natural 
environment”, exactly where every building craftsperson is expected to stop by during his 
visit at BAU.  
There, visitors can look forward, among other things, to an exciting lecture program (orga-
nized by the Konradi media group) which is tailored to the specific needs of craftspeople. The 
range of topics extends from the shortage of skilled workers to digitalization in trade. 
The discussions at the regulars’ tables for craftspeople and architects revolve around the 
topics of Digital Building Site, ventilation concepts, building insulation and color. 
Another essential component of BAU is the Training Camp of the National Team of the Ger-
man Building Professionals, which is organized by the Central Association of the German 
Building Industry [Zentralverband des Deutschen Baugewerbes - ZDB]. For the fourth time, 
Germany’s best craftspeople – masons, tilers, plasterers and carpenters – will train at BAU in 
the East Entrance, showing their skills to a large audience. The Training Camp serves as 
preparation for the “World Skills” professional championship which will take place in the city 
of Kazan in Russia in August 2019. 
 

Key Themes 

What are the most important themes for BAU? Every two years, we define key themes which 
are subsequently reflected at the exhibitors’ booths and, in particular, in our forum program. 
The key themes for BAU 2019 are as follows:  
 
Digital: Processes and Architecture  
Digitalization has already brought about enormous changes for the world of building. 
Meanwhile, digital planning across trades has become the standard for large-scale projects. 
In future, digital planning tools will also be used for smaller projects and the refurbishment of 
old buildings.  
 
Connected: Living and Working  
This theme deals with the increasing intertwining of the home and work environments. More 
than ever before, digitalization and the concomitant flexibilization of work and private life re-
quire flexible building structures. 
 
Integrated: Systems and Constructions  
One aspect of this theme is the complexity of building. Architects and engineers must get to-
gether at an early stage to ensure detailed and, most importantly, integrated planning. An-
other aspect is prefabrication and modular system design. In future, digital planning tools by 
means of which data can be directly translated into individually built components will be help-
ful in this context. 
 
Smart: Light + Building  
I have already talked about this theme before. In future, it will be part of the smart grid in the 
networked building, in the “smart building”. Due to our new Light/Smart Building segment, we 
will highlight this theme as key theme.  
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Forums 
 
Themes C2: 
 

• Living in 2025   

• digital!  

• Facade 2020 – smart skin 

• Light, building, automation 

• The next big thing  

• Projects around Bavaria 
 
Speakers C2 include:  
 

• Rudi Schuermann: Global Leader of the Building Envelope Team at the international 
design and consulting firm Arup, London.  

• Kai Uwe Bergmann: BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group), 

• Nathalie de Vries: Director and co-founder of the globally operating architecture and 
urban design office MVRDV; President of the Royal Institute of Dutch Architects  

 
Themes A4 - Architect and Industry in dialogue: 
 

• In series: Wood - Steel - Concrete  

• Interfaces: illuminated and shaded  

• Urban Remixing: between private and public space  

• Living and Care: Living spaces for young and old  

• Digital: from vision to reality  

• New learning spaces 
 
Themes A4 - Architects meets Research and Development: 
 

• City as a Resource  

• Material: Brainpower  

• DETAIL Award 2018 – Project presentations 

• Interior: Exterior:  

• Serial: Customized?  

• Design: Production 
 
Speakers A4 include: 
 

• Ulrike Brandi, Ulrike Brandi Licht, Hamburg 

• Dirk Hebel, Professor for Sustainable Building (guest lecturer in Princeton) 

• Kees Christiaanse, partner und founder of KCAP in Rotterdam, professor for architec-
ture and urban development at ETH Zurich 

• Binke Lenhardt, german architect, founded 2005 in Beijing „Crossboundaries“. 

• Morten Gregersen, Founder of NORD Architects, Copenhagen 
 
 
(see also press release and forums flyer) 
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Special Shows 
 
 
“Smart WinDoor TripleS" 
"Smart WinDoor TripleS - Smart Safe Secure intelligent components" is the title of the ift 
Rosenheim special show. The ift shows the use of intelligent components, drives, sensors 
and safety systems in a living and working environment. The focus is on simple operation, 
installation and safe handling of components with electric drives. The topics discussed in-
clude burglary resistance, fire and smoke incidents, behaviour in the event of a power failure, 
misuse or escape route security. 

  
"Living spaces of the future" 
The special show "Living spaces of the future: digital, sustainable, smart" of the Fraunhofer 
Building Innovation Alliance presents innovative products and solutions from Fraunhofer 
building research. The key topics are: Digitalization: From BIM to digital twin; New sustaina-
bility: Recycling of building materials and renewables; smart buildings and resilient neigh-
bourhoods. The Fraunhofer Construction Alliance brings together 14 Fraunhofer institutes of-
fering interdisciplinary solutions to the construction industry.  
 
“Sustainability is the new standard" 
The special show of the German Sustainable Building Council, DGNB, presents approaches 
and solutions to future topics such as the circular economy and strategies for climate-neutral 
construction. Architects, planners, builders and manufacturers get an overview of the status 
of sustainable construction and receive support on how they can make a practical contribu-
tion to turning sustainability into the new standard. 
 
"SMART LIVING" 
The special show of the GGT Deutsche Gesellschaft für Gerontotechnik® focuses on 
SMART LIVING. This is about the interaction between people, buildings and technology. On 
the basis of a real showcase property, the exhibition shows what a multi-generational and in-
telligently connected building looks like. 

 
 
Awards  
 
Archi-World Academy Award: As part of the Archi-World Academy Award, 12 well-known ar-
chitects who also serve as the jury offer internships (6 months) at their firms. More than 
1,500 young architects and architecture students from all over the world took part in this 
competition at BAU 2017. The award will be presented at 15:00 on January 16, 2019, during 
the Forum C2. 
 
Bauwelt Award: The Bauwelt Award, a prize that is presented by the professional architec-
ture magazine Bauwelt in cooperation with BAU, will celebrate its 10th anniversary. The 
award honors the first construction projects completed by young architects and will be pre-
sented on January 17, 2019, during Forum C2 at BAU. 
 
DETAIL Award 2016: The highly respected DETAIL Award is presented by the architecture 
magazine DETAIL in cooperation with BAU. The competition is designed for projects that are 
characterized by innovative details within an overall design concept. The awards will be pre-
sented in November 2018 in Munich. The winners of the DETAIL Award 2018 will appear at 
14:30 on January 17, 2019, during Forum A4 at BAU. 
 
BAKA Award for product innovation: Under the patronage of the German Ministry of Con-
struction, the BAKA Award for Product Innovation of the German Association of Building 
Renovation recognizes exceptional products for work done on existing buildings. All 
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exhibitors and co-exhibitors at BAU can enter one to two products until October 1, 2018. The 
award winners’ products will be prominently displayed during BAU at the BAKA booth.  
 
Innovation Award Architecture + Building: For the 14th year, the architecture magazines AIT 
and xia will sponsor in cooperation with BAU the innovation award for architecture and the 
building industry that honors products that meet the needs and requirements of architects to 
an exceptionally high degree. Exhibitors at BAU can enter their product until November 26, 
2018. The award will be presented on January 14 at BAU 2019. 
 
Built on IT—construction professions with a future: The award presented in five categories 
honors special IT solutions for the building industry and is sponsored by the German Eco-
nomics Ministry in cooperation with the RKW Center of Expertise. Nominations can be sub-
mitted until November 11, 2018. The award will be presented on January 15 at BAU 2019 
during the event “Digital Planning, Building and Operations.” 
 
BAU Trend by AIT/xia: The professional magazines AIT and xia send out trend scouts to 
track down the most interesting and innovative products at BAU. A jury of experts then se-
lects the winner from the group of products mentioned most frequently by the scouts. The 
special award will be presented on January 17, 2019. 
 
 
Long night of architecture 
 
We want to use this event to bridge the gap between the BAU trade fair to the city of Munich 
and all citizens interested in architecture.  
 
The long night of architecture at January 18, 2019, leads you to the most beautiful and fa-
mous buildings of the city. To experience it in the atmosphere of the nocturnal city makes it 
even more special.  
From 7 pm until midnight, shuttle buses will travel between the individual buildings. The ride 
is free of charge, and you can hop on and off at any time. There is also a guided walk 
through the city centre.  
We also offer themed tours, exclusively for BAU exhibitors and visitors. Every tour addresses 
a topic represented on BAU. The themed tours start at the trade fair grounds.  
For LNDA we are once again expecting more than 30,000 architecture enthusiasts. 
Please go to www.lange-nacht-der-architektur.de for further information. 
 
 
Arrival + Tickets 
 
Also in terms of your travel arrangements and ticketing we want to keep it as simple as pos-
sible. 
Visitors can purchase a digital admission ticket via Messe München's new ticket shop. It can 
be uploaded to all devices as a 2D bar code. In future, trade fair visitors will be able to save 
their tickets on their smart phone, tablet or smart watch (similar to a boarding pass) and thus 
print out an individual trade fair badge directly at the turnstile. It is also possible to print a 
Print@home ticket before the fair. 
 
Another benefit for trade fair visitors is the social log-in. Visitors can easily log on to the ticket 
shop via their Facebook, LinkedIn or Xing accounts, communicate their attendance at the fair 
on social media and connect with other visitors. 
 
Munich has excellent transport links and is easily accessible by all means of transport..  
The airport shuttle service to and from Munich Airport runs every 30 minutes. A return ticket 
is EUR 15,00. 
 

http://www.lange-nacht-der-architektur.de/
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BAU's website will help you find suitable accommodation. You will find a whole range of ac-
commodations - from private stays to luxury hotels. The accommodations can also be 
booked online. 
 
At BAU 2019, 93.345 beds are available in Munich and its administrative district. These are 
about 12.000 beds more than in 2017. Additionally, in 2019 the number of available hotels 
has increased to 615. Those are 39 hotels more than at BAU 2017. 
 
 
Messe München in Figures 
 
 
With over 50 of its own trade fairs for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies, 
Messe München is one of the world's leading trade fair organisers.  

With a staff of around 1,000 employees, we organize and hold international flagship 
trade shows and conventions, and we host guest events, annual general meetings and 
corporate events including conferences and trainings in our various locations. 
Every year, 44,000 exhibitors and around 2,4 million visitors attend more than 220 events at 
the Munich Exhibition Centre, the ICM - International Congress Center Munich, the MOC 
Event Center Munich, and abroad. 
Together with its subsidiaries, Messe München organises trade fairs in China, India, Brazil, 
Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, Vietnam and Iran.  
Messe München has a global presence thanks to its network of associated companies in Eu-
rope, Asia, Africa and South America as well as about 70 foreign representatives for more 
than 100 countries. 
Messe München Fairground offers 18 exhibition halls providing 200,000 m² space and addi-
tionally more than 400,000 m² open space. Here, the construction machinery trade fair 
bauma, which is the biggest trade fair worldwide, is taking place,  
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Thank you very much for your attention! 

 


