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60 percent of French population see drinking water 

threatened 

 

The French are concerned that extreme weather may pose a risk to their 

drinking water supplies: 60 percent consider heavy rain and flooding or 

extreme drought during the summer a significant threat to the top priority 

food. Almost 60 percent of the population call for an increased local 

commitment to eco-city projects. New solutions to solve environmental 

risks shall be developed – for example to secure the supply with drinking 

water. These are the results of the “IFAT Environment Index 2018” of the 

world’s leading trade fair for environmental technologies in Munich. For 

this index, a market research institute surveyed a representative sample of 

1,052 citizens in France. 

 

Today, many French do not consider the supply of drinking water as a matter of 

course. Around 40 percent think that drinking water is a scarce resource in 

France. For comparison: In China, this percentage is even 77 percent, in Italy 

only 31 percent. In Germany, 20 percent of the population classify drinking water 

as limited substance. 

 

In terms of strategic and technological drinking water solutions, regional 

environmental city projects are highly popular with the public. “Smart eco-city 

projects have the objective to achieve defined environmental targets – such as 

the reliable supply of drinking water – in an intelligent way through a close 

cooperation of administration economy, science and citizens,” says IFAT 

organizer Stefan Rummel in Munich. The majority of the French population 

(81 percent) believes that such smart eco-city projects give the impulse to 

leverage future technology. Just as many want to rely on digital technology, for 

example by using sensors to record and evaluate data. 77 percent think that 

Bianca Gruber 

PR Manager 

Tel.: +49 89 949-21502 

bianca.gruber@ 

messe-muenchen.de 

Messe München GmbH 

Messegelände 

81823 München 

Germany 

www.messe-muenchen.de 



Press Release | February 8, 2018 | 2/2 

 

such smart projects are the right approach to solve environmental issues locally, 

such as the drinking water supply. However, 80 percent of the French are 

convinced that eco-city projects would require more practical support by the 

citizens themselves. Most of the Germans (77 percent), Italians (80 percent) and 

Chinese (87 percent) agree with that. 

 

The next IFAT will take place from May 14 to 18, 2018 on the Munich 

exhibition center. More information at ifat.de/en. 

 

About the IFAT Environment Index 2018 
In November 2017, IFAT – the World’s Leading Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, Waste 
and Raw Materials Management organized by Messe München – carried out an 
international survey of a representative sample of the population in 5 countries on the 
following topics: drinking water, waste, air, environmental city projects and environmental 
technologies. Germany (N=1,049), France (N=1,052), Great Britain (N=1,023), Italy 
(N=1,086) and China (N=1,001). 
 
IFAT  
IFAT is the world’s leading trade event for environmental technology. A total of 3,097 
exhibitors from 59 countries, and 136,885 visitors from 168 countries took part in the last 
event. IFAT is held every two years; the next edition takes place from May 14 to 18, 
2018 in Munich. 
 
IFAT worldwide 
Messe München´s competence in organizing environmental-technology events is 
demonstrated not only in the world´s leading trade fair for the sector, IFAT, but also in a 
range of other international trade exhibitions around the world. The spectrum 
encompasses IFAT Africa in Johannesburg, IFAT Eurasia in Istanbul, IFAT India in 
Mumbai, and IE expo in Shanghai. With IE expo Guangzhou there is now also a regional 
edition of the trade fair, focusing on the market in South China. 
 
Messe München 
Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50 
of its own trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every 
year, a total of over 50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more 
than 200 events at the exhibition center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales 
Congress Center München and the MOC Veranstaltungscenter München as well as 
abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe München organizes trade shows 
in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, Vietnam and Iran. With a 
network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South America as well as 
around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has a global 
presence. 
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